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Course Website

Information for this course 
can be found through the 
EEE system at https://
eee.uci.edu/13f/60130. 

e course website includes 
links to readings, assignment 
information, lecture slides 
and handouts, discussion 
forums, and information 
about campus resources.

Course 
Requirements
Activities and Quizzes 
(15% of grade)

e weekly class sessions are a 
main source of learning for the 
course. Please arrive to class on 
time and plan to stay for the 
entire session. 

ere will be multiple activities 
throughout the quarter that are 
designed to give you an 
opportunity to apply the 
concepts we have been learning 
in class. ese may include 
quizzes, short reflections, film 
viewing guides, or other 
activities. No make-up or late 
assignments will be accepted. 
Missing more than two 
activities will have a negative 
effect on your grade in the 
class.

Riding the Bus Exercise 
(20% of grade)

For this project, choose an 
OCTA or LA Metro bus route 
that you can ride (in one 
direction) for at least 45 
minutes. Ride the bus during 
daylight hours and take 
detailed notes about what you 
see on the bus and out the 
windows. ink about the 
following questions: 

What areas are you riding 
through? Can you see changes 
as you move from one 
neighborhood to another? 
What kinds of sidewalk 
activities do you observe 
(walking, jogging, street 
performers, vendors, etc.)? 
What forms of land use do you 
see? Do you see mostly 
businesses, residences, or 
public areas? What do the 

buildings look like? What 
kinds of signs do you see? Do 
you see graffiti, murals, or 
public art? Who gets on and off 
the bus? 

Write a 1,000-word reflection 
in which you draw on course 
readings and discussions to 
report on your observations 
and conclusions. Additional 
information and a grading 
rubric will be distributed on 
the course website.

Midterm & Final Exams 
(40% of grade)

ere will be one in-class 
midterm and a cumulative, 
take-home final exam. Exams 
will contain multiple choice, 
identification, short answer, 
and essay questions. Make-up 
and late exams will only be 
accepted in extraordinary (and 
well documented) situations.
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GRADING

ACTIVITIES 
& QUIZZES  60 PTS

RIDING THE 
BUS EXERCISE 80 PTS

MIDTERM 
EXAM 80 PTS

FINAL EXAM 80 PTS

RESEARCH 
PROJECT 

Proposal      15 PTS
Outline      25 PTS   
Final Paper 60 PTS

TOTAL  400 PTS
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Course Requirements, 
continued

Research Project (25% of 
grade)

For this research project, choose 
any topic related to the study of 
urban spaces or communities, 
whether it has been discussed in 
class or not. For example, you 
may want to learn more about 
issues in urban housing, 
education, health, or 
sustainability. Alternatively, you 
might use a combination of 
library and observational/
ethnographic research to 
investigate a particular location 
in the area. 

Complete the project in three 
stages:
1. Proposal (15 points): Write a

1-paragraph (~150 words)
description of your research
topic, and include the
references for at least 3
scholarly sources you plan to
use to begin research.

2. Outline (25 points): Write a
1-2 page outline of your
paper, identifying your thesis
statement and the arguments/
evidence you will use to
support it.

3. Paper (60 points): Write a
1500 word (~6 double-spaced
pages plus a bibliography)
paper analyzing and
presenting your findings.

is project will be discussed 
more during class sessions and a 
grading rubric will be posted to 
the course website. Feel free to 
talk with the professor about 
your topic ideas, and remember 
that there are a variety of other 
resources available. e 
Anthropology Reference 
Librarian, Ms. Pauline Manaka, 
has developed an online guide to 
Anthropology scholarship, and 
the UCI Writing Center offers 
drop-in peer consultations for 
students at any stage of the 
writing process. 

GRADING SCALE (PTS)

A+ ≥ 386   A ≥ 374   A- ≥  360
B+ ≥ 346    B ≥ 334   B- ≥ 320
C+ ≥  306  C ≥  294  C- ≥  280
D+ ≥ 266   D ≥ 254   D- ≥ 240
F ≤ 240 
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